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Contemporary Needs

Asghar Ali Khan*1, Abid ul Hassan **
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Keywords Abstract: Islam is a complete code of life which presents a
Al-Qur’an; al-‘azm; comprehensive guide to live as a Muslim. Islam encourages
Determination:; the human being to exercise his will in accordance with the
Motivation; Integrity divine teachings of Allah that were communicated through

His sacred Prophets. However, many people ignore the
teachings of Islam and endeavor to achieve their desires
through fair or foul means which creates an imbalance in
their lives. In this study, a clear message has been
communicated particularly to the Muslims that obeying the
laws as stipulated in the Holy Qur’an allow one to live a
good life. The Holy Qur’an encourages people that when
they decide to do something good then do it with full
dedication. The lives of all the Prophets show their
determination to achieve their goals. Allah (the almighty)
taught His beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), when
you make al-‘azm (strong determination) then trust in
Allah Almighty. This study encompasses nine selected
Khan, A. A, and Hassan, A. verses from the Holy Qur’an to elaborate the concept of al-
(2019). The Concept of “al- ‘azm and other similar concepts. 1 have also searched into
‘Azm” in the Holy Qur’an and various exegesis of the Qur’an to further explore al-"azm.
its Contemporary Needs. Al- | = On the basis of this study, it has been concluded that al-
‘Uliim Journal of Islamic Studies, | ' “azm is understood to be a concentrated effort or strong
1), 1-24. determination to achieve a goal with clear objectives based
on the Holy Qur'an. Al-"Azm also acts as motivator to
accomplish the task with integrity and trustworthiness.

© 2020 AUJIS. All rights reserved

. Corresponding Author: Email: asghar111@gmail.com

Content from this work is copyrighted by Al-‘Ulim Journal of Islamic Studies, which
l permits restricted commercial use, research uses only, provided the original author and
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Keywords

Abstract: The article is a juristic study on the selected
Al-iklil; Jurisdiction; topics from tafsir al-iklil. It is a need of society to
Animal; Woman;
Gifts

address the challenges which is behind of the research
eyes. This research explores such an issue in juristical
method. It is permissible to punish a lethargic animal
moderately. Allah Almighty had permitted Prophet
Sulaiman (A.S) to punish the animals in the same way,
as He had permitted people of all ages. A permission
which is still valid survives to slaughter them to make
use of their flesh, bones, skin etc. Similarly, if the
domestic animals, such as cow, horse, camel, donkey
etc., do not perform their normal duty, then it is
permissible even now to punish them moderately for

Rahman, Z., Hagq, A. and disciplining. Punishing animals, other than domestic,
Muhammad, B. (2020). A is not permissible under Islamic law. The punishment
Juristical Analysis of Selected should be enforced only when the guilt is established,

Topics of Surah al-Namal from

al-Iklil. fi Istimbat al-Tanzil by
Allama Sayiti. Al-"Uliim Journal that Allama Sayiuti explains the need based issues in

of Islamic Studies, 1(1), 25-45 the society to give their solution. Keeping these views,
the article analysis with the exemplary patron of said
tafsir toward particular topics about surah al-Namal.

otherwise he should be forgiven. This Article explores
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Lagunage ; Agression ; verbal aggression in day to day gossip, discussion and chat.
Violent ; Causes ; It is a pity that such talk is becoming a norm in our society
Remédies although Islam asks its followers to be calm and

compassionate and to forgive others. Allah Almighty
mentions in the Holy Qur’an, “And the slaves of the Most
Beneficent (Allah) are those who walk on the earth in
humility and sedateness, and when the foolish address them
(with bad words) they reply back with mild words of
gentleness” (Al-Qur’an, 25:63). The personality of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) is the epitome Islamic teachings. The
Prophet was not only humble and courteous towards
believers but also tolerant and forgiving towards non-

Ditta, A., and Ali, M. W. (2020). An believers. His compassionate behavior and his benevolent
Introduction of Verbal Aggression, attitude won hearts and compelled non-believers to embrace
its Causes, Preventive Measures and Islam. His courteous behavior was praised by the enemies
Remedies in the Light of the Sirah of too. This study labels His teachings as well as examples
the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Al-"Uliim from His life as a testimony to the true message of Islam.
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Abstract: Citizenship means the individual who enjoys
membership in a country, and thus deserves the benefits of
that membership. In its political meaning, citizenship refers
to the rights guaranteed by the state to whoever holds its
nationality, and the obligations imposed on it; or it may
mean the participation of the individual in the affairs of his
country, and what he feels belonging to him. This research
aims to give the reader a comprehensive picture of the
Jewish and Christian settlement in the Two Holy Mosques
and its rule, so in the first section it clarifies what is a
sanctuary and its boundaries, and concludes with the
second section: Settlement of Jews and Christians in the
Two Holy Mosques and its ruling in Shariah Islamic Law
and some of the important issues related to this topic. In
this study the researcher endeavors to study the views of the
past and contemporary scholars, and presented their
opinions, compare and discuss them from what Allah opens
to him. The modern world has witnessed many phenomena,
which are very important for Muslims to know the Shariah
ruling regarding in particularly this important topic. At
the end of the discussion a conclusion is drawn from
variant views of the scholars and the main findings and
recommendations have been given
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1. Introduction

In contrasting Islamic religious-judicial institohs with those of
Western society, knowledge of each, together withaamonization of
traditions, religious precepts and cultural trasse today the aim of
integration. In the present multicultural Europeaaciety, numerous
benchmark institutions and legal arguments neebetainderstood, if an
effective integrated effort is to be achieved, ipatarly when the issues at
stake have to do with religious feeling.

Religious affiliation with the Muslim community edilishes an
obligation for all believers to behave in a certaiay, adopting and
observing particular codes of conduct and acts afrship in an
unconditional and ineluctable manner, independemty whether the
believers live in Islamic States, in secular Nadiamr where a different
religion is predominant.

Any conflicts may be managed through mutual undeding. The
desire to know and understand each other wouldds¢ &ddressed first
through Islamic youth, who are inevitably more esga to the
consequences of possible critical issues. In fistdmic schoolchildren,
especially those coming from immigrant environmetiése a series of
problems from their first entry into the educatisgstem where they
inevitably spend most of their days. Objective lt# study is to review the
experiences of different societies in Europe onictgnd highlights the
importance of problem to be dealt in handful wagt ¥he topic is explored
at limited level.

2. Pluralism for integrated schools

When Muslim children go to “diaspora” schools foetfirst time
they often seem disoriented, in that they come sacrihe first main
differences from their background, starting withe theacher-student
relationship. In the new educational system, in, fde absence of severity
and the continuing dialogue with teachers are oft@sinterpreted as
weaknesses and lack of authority, and it all seéanstoo permissive.
Consequently, in such an apparently liberal contéet new pupil believes
that anything goes. Whereas instructional upbripgim the home
environment is based on firmness with little paaérfiexibility, in a
manner consistent with Islamic pedagogic methddspermissiveness that
pervades the school environment generates a significontrast that may
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disconcert even the strongest and most resolutactieas:

A further issue is gender interactiéin the Muslim world, girls and
boys are separated from the age of seven and amydbcontact ceases at
home, since any possible communication is effelstigeippressed. This
separation also continues in the school environnvgmtre pupils have
teachers of their own sex. In Italy, as in the mddEurope, where teachers
can be a mix of male and female, it may be thaervalslim pupils have to
follow the instructions of female teachers, andjestting to a woman
undermines the concept of male virility that exestsoss the Muslim world.
Children have not been educated to distinguish aeixientity and roles
and have difficulties in adaptifigMoreover, in Western schools where
classes are mixed, children no longer encountearagpn between girls
and boys, as they are accustomed to in their cesnof origin. It happens
much more often than one might think that childteave difficulty in
interacting in such a casual environment, when thetyally may refuse,
more or less freely, to attend school.

A Muslim boy finding himself in a new context isrtobetween
trying to integrate into the host society and tlesice/need to retain the
cultural values and benchmarks of his origins. Kethus put under
considerable stregsThe delicate task of teachers is to help younglivhss
to deal with this conflict, but they do not alwaysnage to do so.

Emblematic in this sense is the case in 2013 inni2gk where an
external examiner in the town of Horsens in Jutldratl previously
announced that, because of his observance of kmitsfaith, he would
not shake hands with the female students under iegion. One of these
female students, probably not happy with the te@shattitude, had
reported the school for discrimination. Controveasiging from this action
involved even high-level authorities such as thaister of Education, who
pointed out that it was the specific responsibiliof the school
administration to create a tranquil environment nghthe students could

1. Antonio Cuciniello, ‘Aspetti pedagogici dell'islaiin Islam a scuola: esperienze e
risorsg ed. Costanza Bargellini & Elisabetta Cicciar¢Milan: ISMU Foundation,
2007), 47.

2. Rosalba Lo Cicero, L"autobiografia interculturalé in La scuola delle culture.

Riflessioni pedagogiche situated. Fabrizio Manuel Sirignano & Pascal Perillo,

(Lecce: Pensa Multimedia Editore, 2019), 304.

Cuciniello.Aspetti pedagogici dell’islap7.

4. Maria Rita Vittori.Famiglia e intercultura(Bologna: Emi, 2003), 64.
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take their examinatiorfsLending support to this episode is a similar dase
2016 in Switzerland, regarding two Syrian broth@risey had refused to
shake hands with their female teacher, contravemiogstomary practice at
the school inTherwl (Basel-Country) but which, for them, contraveniee t
Islamic rule of non-interaction between the seéxe3he school
administration exempted the two brothers from thrdshake — a decision
that triggered a wave of indignation and reactiewsn from the authorities
themselves, including the Swiss Minister of Justi®o stated that the
situation was not acceptable in the name of freedbbelief” Because of
the tension caused by the episode, with the subnissf parliament
interpellation no. 098/201%the Basel-Country Department of Education,
Culture and Sport issued a circular that sanctiosieaking hands with
teachers as obligatory and a token not only safegquareligious freedom,
but also an important action for the future intéigra of students in their
professional lives. The document justified this isien by stating that
public interest in equality between men and womed ia integration of
foreigners should prevail over the religious fremdof individual students.
The school authorities further maintained that dlinvgness to shake hands
with a teacher of the opposite sex posed a newgmglaside from those of
wearing the veil and of swimming lessons, aboutcWhhe courts of the
Confederation had already commented. The circulas wherefore
necessary since the refusal by a student to sheakdston religious grounds
involved the teacher and classmates in a religamisagainst their wishes
and violated their religious freedom. For thesesoes, it needed to be
sanctioned with a fin@.

3. Intercultural approaches

As far back as 2012, the Italian Ministry of Eduecat University
and Research sanctioned the need to establishblsuitatercultural
approaches to teaching:

5. Accessed November, 13, 2019, http://cphpost.dk/fratisnal/handshake-refusal-
continues-to-stoke-debate.html/

6. Accessed November, 13, 2019, https://lenews.ch/P@d1@/muslim-school-pupils-
exemption-from-handshaking-causes-a-stir-in-swiérel/

7. Accessed November, 21, 2019,
https://www.ilmattino.it/primopiano/esteri/svizzesxtuola
esonera_alunni_musulmani_da_stretta di_mano_cagiaste-1650276.html/

8. Accessed December, 05, 2020, www.baselland.ch/

9. Canton Basle-Country, Department for Education,t®aland Sport circular of 25
May 2016 with rules for handshaking in schooldDiritto e Religionj 1/2016, 698.
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“(...) until the recent past, schools had a duty to train
national citizens in a uniform culture. Today, hoee
schools play a wider role in training about livinggether,
precisely through appreciation of the diverse id#rg and
cultural roots of each student (...) schools musnpand
establish specific teaching programmes to respanthé
educational needs of their students. Particulareation
should be given to pupils with non-Italian citizeips(...)
among these are pupils who have just arrived ity lend
those who were born here. These pupils need ditfere
measures not only covering the teaching of Itallaut, also
the overall teaching plan of the school and theffstd
every disciplin& 10

Therefore, the choice is for integrated educatdmore feature of
school integration for pupils of non-ltalian citrhip is their allocation
among schools and in classes. In order to avoidreentration of non-
Italian pupils in particular schools and insteadtamage well-balanced
allocation, MIUR has established certain organared! criteria. According
to these provisions, the number of pupils of nafidh citizenship with a
limited knowledge of Italian should not normally ceed 30% of all
students in each class and in each scHool.

4. Languageskills

Newly arrived students with limited language skilse generally
put in classes on their own or they take prepayakessons in order to
acquire the appropriate skills to attend normaddes. Nevertheless, such a
separation may hinder the rate of the integratioocgss so that 21
countries, including Italy, limit its length, gemdly up to a maximum of
one or two years. Moreover, a somewhat dated etgtuprovision
establishes that when allocating classes, pupitaetame language group
should be together, where possible. However, theuld not be more than
five per class.

10. MIUR. Ministry of Education, University and ReselaycAnnali della Pubblica
Istruzione.Indicazioni nazionali per il curricolo della scuoldell’infanzia e del primo
ciclo d'istruzione (Florence: Le Monnier, 2012), 10-34.

11. MIUR circular no. 2 of 8 January 2010 with guidarecel recommendations for the
integration of pupils of non-Italian citizenship.
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In this regard, it seems sensible to allocate afteeign pupils per
class, in order to help their language integragcedually, while it may be
useful to form groups of more than five in momeotsspecific language
activity. It is at school that children of immigtanlearn to interact with
those “others” whose mother tongue, surname andsdme cases,
appearance itself are differetlt is in the classroom that foreign children
bond with the linguistic and cultural codes of #m&ciety in which their
parents have chosen to live. It is here too they #cquire the practical and
cognitive tools with which, once they have grown tngy may attain social
integration. For these reasons, in studying thenpimenon of migration,
the scientific community immediately focused onculk 2

5. Food and religion

The school cafeteria is yet another imperativeMaislim students.
In order to promote social integration and coexisge a multicultural
school must take the eating habits and needs @tutdents into account.
This refers both to health factors such as allergied intolerance, and to
religious values? Nevertheless, balancing lsaH| menu in a school
cafeteria does not only mean eliminating pork, ssoften mistakenly
believed. It means following a broader more comgdeacedure. On the
topic of meat, all food consumed by believers nhaste reached the end
product through observance of clearly defined pecodypecifications that
trace the origin of the product, method of slaughteocessing, preparation
and distribution of food for and in school cafedsti

Yet even by observingah | product specifications, schools would
still not be integrated and mindful of their Muslistudents’ right to
religious freedom. Care is also needed when serfaog, in order to
respect the religious requirements of the childvesperly. In fact, during
the month of fasting, believers must abstain fraodf drink (and sexual
intercourse) from dawn to duskSuch commitment is no small matter and

12. Presidential decree (D.p.r.) no. 722 of 10 Septeni®82, Implementation of
directive (EEC) no. 77/486 relative to the edugatio schools of children of
immigrant workers.

13. Marco Orioles, E dei figli, che ne facciamo? L'integrazione deldeconde
generazioni di immigrati(Rome: Arcana, 2015), 139.

14. Maria Chiara Giorda, Luca Bossi & Elena Messini,pftogetto A tavola con le
religioni. Alcuni dati” in Reset Dossiel6/2014.

15. Cornelis Christiaan Berg, s.v. “Sawm”. Trhe Encyclopaedia of IslanfLeiden:
Brill, 1997), 1X: 94.
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the school administration — apart from not expertinoo much from
Muslim pupils in this specific period of the yedvignth of Ramadkn)
when they are subject to a special regime andésst should also attempt
to think of alternative ways of serving a meal. FExample, the school
cafeterias could prepare lunchboxes or packed ks)chs they already do
for trips, so that the children could eatifadr as they return home or once
they get there.

6. Physical education and religion at school

Another aspect to be considered in schools is palygducation,
which in Western contexts is taught in mixed clas$e Islamic ethics, the
sexes must not interact in public places and saparaf the sexes is
considered a factor of social rules and coheremceyder to maintain a
chaste society, free from awkward situations, fidaose contacts and from
any form of sin. Control of the collective morality expressed through
control of the female body and, in fact, in Islaittid girls are brought up
from childhood to regard the rules of separatiorth@sfoundation for all
social action. Moreover, in a large number of tielig school systems in
Islamic countries, physical education for girls st envisaged on the
curriculum?® It is therefore easy to imagine, in contexts veithon-Islamic
majority, how prejudices and difficulties ariseattending a mixed clads.

The problem is exacerbated when it comes to attgnitie hour of
physical education. The closeness and physicaltlieggess that often
characterize physical activity at school are neinsas appropriate by those
parents who have a more conservative view in tlagnis sense. They may
even be firmly opposed if the gym outfit means weeing the female
body, as may happen with athletic shorts or, ineatieme case, with a
swimming costume. In these scenarios, daughtersnateallowed to
participate in such school activities. In some sagarticularly when the
school does not accept these objections and exmectpliance with

16. Paul de Knop, Marc Theeboom, Helena Wittock & Knist De Martelaer.
Implications of Islam on Muslim Girls Sport Parpaition in Western Europe.
“Literature Review and Policy Recommendations fpor® Promotiori in Sport,
Education and Society1996, 2: 153.

17. Alessandro Ferrarislam in Europa, Islam in Italia: tra diritto e sata, (Bologna: |l
Mulino, 2008), 176. Accessed December 16, 2019.
https://www.dailymuslim.it/scuola-no-alle-classigté-mamma-musulmana-non-
vuole-promiscuita-in-
palestra/http://espresso.repubblica.it/inchiestEsAM4/08/news/islam-contro-la-
promiscuita-io-educo-i-miei-figli-a-casa-1.207228/
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compulsory schooling and the right to education, shho girls are
withdrawn from schoot® There are not many such cases in the European
context, although some situations are reported ity also involve the
law.

In Germany, a first incident was an appeal presehyethe parents
of a little girl, asking for their daughter to bgeenpted from compulsory
school swimming lessons. This was refused by thedcauthorities and
the parents appealed against the decision in betisiamic faith of the
family, and thus also of the child, created a donféf conscience in the
young student, because of the physical contact mgthclassmates during
swimming lessons in the pool. In 2012, the Breme@mistrative Court
rejected the family’s appeal, judging that a canflof conscience was
extremely unlikely in a child of eight, especiallince it is only from the
age of 12 and upwards that the German system a&ccepuests for
exemption from physical education lesséhé. second ruling, in line with
the preceding one, was recorded the following yEamale Muslim pupils
in compulsory education cannot be exempted fromdatammy swimming
lessons with their male companions by invoking tight to religious
freedom. However, educational institutions cantop shem from wearing
a burkini when taking part in lessons in the pool, since ainthe aims of
schools is to integrate all the students, and flrosnote participation in
educational activities, quite apart from the clothselected to take part in
these activitieg®

In the United Kingdom, the education system reflette same
approach to multiculturalism seen at the centralleAlthough recognizing
themselves as British citizens and respecting tysem, people are
encouraged to value their own identities, includthgir religious ones.
Because of this integration promoting diversityisifpossible to choose to
attend both single-sex and non-denominational etas$ school level. In
such contexts, physical education is promoted an tifie difficulties caused
by mixing the sexes are overcome, thus allowing IMuggirls, but

18. Sandra ChistoliniL'antirazzismo in Italia e Gran Bretagna. Uno stadli educazione
comparata (Milan: Franco Angeli, 2000), 121.

19. Court of Bremen (Oberverwaltungsgericht der Freitamsestadt Bremen), sentence
no. 1 B 99/12 of 13 June 2012, accessed Decemhe20l®. https://dejure.org/ext/
016b487654b22eb9793998c37eb2da74/

20. German Federal Administrative Court (Bundesverwegtigericht), sentence No.
BVerwG 6 C 25.12 of 11 September 2013, accessederbDieer 15, 2019.



AUJIS (Jan-June) Vol.1, Issue No. The School Education of Muslim Children

especially families in some cases, to participathout problems in sport
interaction without fear of undermining their cutilsreligious identitieg!

In Northern Europe, communities of immigrants caognifrom
Islamic countries are numerous, particularly th&igtani community in
Norway and Denmark. Various studies show how diffid is for girls and
young women to be able to do sports, both at schndlin sports clubs
outside school hour8.Resistance is always due to family conditioninat th
requires a female role model, who is reserved atidng compared with
males, does not interact and does not get invobxexh in sports that are
less energetic and would require less physicalaot®n, such as cricket,
for example?®

In Switzerland, in 2010, a particular case hadearisvhen two
parents, of Turkish origin but naturalized Swisad ldecided not to allow
their teenage daughters to attend the compulsompsimg lessons at the
school in Basel where they were enrolled, giveniticempatibility of the
mixed swimming courses with the feelings of modélsgy wanted to instil
in their daughters before puberty, in a manner ister® with their
interpretation of the Muslim religion. Because loéit decision, the parents
had been ordered by the school authorities to pagdministrative fine,
against which they had brought proceedings, consgi¢he fine to be a
violation of Article 9 of the European Convention Bluman Rights. The
Court of Strasbourg with its decision of 10 Janu2®y7, while admitting
that the refusal on the part of the school autiesrito exempt the girls from
the mixed swimming lessons represented interferancehe right of
freedom of religion, established that the balanténterests should lean
towards the right of foreign youth to be protectexn any form of social
exclusion. Consequently, the importance for stuslémtreceive a complete
and inclusive education that would help them tegnate fully with the

21. Jane McGee & Ken HardmanMuslim schoolgirls’ identity and participation in
school-based physical education in Englaid Sport Logia 8/2012; Tansin Benn
& Gertrud Pfister Meeting needs of Muslim girls in school sport: casedies
exploring cultural and religious diversityin European Journal of Sport Science
5/2013.

22. Tansin Benn, Symeon Dagkas & Haifaa Jawdtbodied faith: Islam, religious
freedom and educational practices in physical etiocain Sport, Education and
Society 1/2011.

23. Kristin Walseth & Ase Strandbuy'bung Norwegian-Pakistani women and sports:
how does culture and religiosity mattéifd European Physical Education Review
4/2014, 494.
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local customs and traditions should prevail oves tharental wish to
exempt children from mixed lessons, even if forsmees pertaining to the
right to religious freedor?

In Italy, the situation is similar to the Europeaontext where cases,
although present, are limited. However, there avenes cases where
families with pupils of school age, sensitive te thisapproval of the ethnic
and cultural environment of their origin or to thmwre traditionalist views
of Islam, take their rejection of “promiscuousness’the point whereby
they withdraw their daughters from schédl.

This inflexible non-acceptance is faced with the telements of
safeguarding religious diversity and freedom on tre hand while
respecting the obligation for compulsory schooliewgd training on the
other, where teachers assume the parental respiyditr children and
their related right to education. The attitude @frgmts is not always
endorsed by the imams of their local mosque, framow they often seek
advice. The imams feel that it is pointless to ggoontact between the
sexes in a school environment since this nonethdiappens in daily life.
They acknowledge the situation and suggest annimetgiate approach,
which reconciles compulsory school attendance wiltlke desire for
modesty. They suggest wearing an extra-large tutcksr the hour of
physical education and, if possible, a veil as #ellhis pragmatic
approach, which selects permissibility of contaxtoading to the degree of
cover-up, may find an obstacle in regard to swingni@ssons or other
activities in the pool. In fact, the regulations swimming activities, in
general, for reasons of hygiene do not provideterpossibility of wearing
aburkni.

24, European Court on Human Rights. Application 2908g8witzerland: Osmanoglu
and Kocabas) v.

25. Accessed December 20, 2019.

_classi_miste-

4135136.html/ ;http://espresso.repubblica.it/inste&2015/04/08/news/islam-contro-
la-promiscuita-io-educo-i-miei-figli-a-casa-1.20B22accesssed 20, 2019.
https://www.dailymuslim.it/scuola-no-alle-classigté-mamma-musulmana-non-
vuole-promiscuita-in-palestra/

26. Renzo Guolo, Islam e scuola pubblica: orientamenti di genitorirdligione islamica
in Piemont&in Ricerche di Pedagogia e Didattic4/2009, 11.
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7. Conclusions

In conclusion, young people, whether they be Muslinbelong to
other religious or cultural communities, are fudlgtitled to grow up in a
healthy way, harmoniously developing their persaidls, in the context
of the frame of reference envisioned for them kairtpparents or by those
with parental responsibility, who have the onertask of ensuring their
smooth transition towards adulthood.

This principle is reinforced when the frame of refee is
religiously oriented, according to the rules ofidesinspiration intended to
structure a prosperous, healthy and virtuous soclgttherefore, respect
for the rules, however unwavering and invarialdees not undermine
other State principles of order, such as publieedeg or even public safety
or individual health (as sometimes happens withagerpseudo-religious
sects), the sense of democracy of an ancient rgalre such as that of
European Nation may accept a religious pluralisnthevit falling into
religious identity neutralization in the public aee or assimilationist
secularism, which represents cultural illiterdey.

Young Muslims, therefore, have the right to be ablgrow up as
Italian or European citizens, or even just as esdg] without having to
relinquish their religious sensitivity. Nationalgislation, community-level
policies and dialogue among European courts comptli the specific
religious requirements of a monolithic monotheisnets as Islam, albeit
with due regard for national boundaries of ordehisTis rich area of
research that can be extended to harmonize trereliftes among nations.
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Introduction

The quest of truth is as old as the philosophy itself is. Socrates and
Plato began to search truth and laid the foundations for syllogism and
geometry. They thought that they could prove the knowledge by proving
the geometric deductions for which Aristotle used the logic but later found
tiny cracks in his perfect system. While looking from Islamic perspective,
we find the roots of reality in the Holy Qur’an in a very unique dimension
as the Holy Qur’an stated that:

“And worship your Lord until there comes to you the
certainty.

Allama Igbal stated that academically, the search for the rational
foundations in Islam might have begun by the Holy Prophet () as he

used to prayer continuously: “God! Grant me knowledge of the ultimate
nature of things.”?

In Islamic history of philosophy, Ghaza/k was the first philosopher
who paid such special attention towards the ultimate truth and made it a
particular subject in the discipline of philosophy. He applied several
methods and techniques in order to accomplish the state of ultimate truth.
The research therefore intended to uncover his rational and mystic
experience in quest of truth. In this context, the basic aim of this research
was to (a) explore the Philosophical and Spiritual Experience of Ultimate
Reality,(b) analyses methodology of Ghazak for the quest of ultimate
truth, (c) find out the relevance of Ghazai’s methodology with
Contemporary Research Paradigm. A brief sketch of Ghazal’s life is given
below in table 1.

1- Al-Qur’an, 15: 99.
2- Allama Igbal, The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam (Moscow: Dodo
Press, 1930), 2.

15



AUIIS (Jan-June) Vol.1, Issue No. 1 Philosophical and Spiritual Experience

A Glance at Ghazali’s life

Name Abu Hamid Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Ghazalr

Birth 450/1058, Tus, a city in Khrasan, in Persia

Education | Early education in hometown and higher education in Neshapur
from al-Juvayni (419-478AH) who earned the title of Imam al-
Haramayn.

Title Hujjat ul Islam (Proof of Islam)

Position He was appointed as a chief professor by Seljiq vizier (Nizam al-
Mulk) in the Nizamiyah College of Baghdad in 484/1091.

Master piece | lhya uliam al-din (the Revival of the Religious sciences)

Expertise Philosophy, Theology, Sufism, Jurisprudence, Objectives of
Shariah

Death He passed away in 505/1111 in the age of 55.

Table: 1
Literature Review

Ghazalk was essentially a theologian, a mystic and a jurist, fought
sharply against each sect to in quest of truth. He gave an ample amount of
time and effort to attain the errorless knowledge. He described in his auto-
biographical work: Almungidh min al-dalal (Deliverance from Error), how
much he suffered in seeking certain knowledge and truth in general
(Ghazalr, 1340 A.H). Ghazalr was in quest of a method to achieve certain
knowledge which he found in logic. It was an objective method and could
be applied to every branch of knowledge. He also considered that there
was another method or way to achieve certain knowledge, but that was
subjective and only a few people could achieve certain knowledge by this
way, i.e. the way of true Sufis.

Inquiring things and reaching the reality by rational proofs was the
nature of Ghazafk. He never accepted any idea, thought and dogma without

3-  Azmi T. al-Sayyed Ahmad, Al-Ghazalrs views on logic (UK: PhD Thesis at
University of Edinburgh, 1981), 61.
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rational or empirical proof. He writes about this quality that he was so
eager in the quest of knowledge and real understanding of things. He was
bestowed this quality in his instinct by Allah Almighty and not by his own
effort or choice.* One can see his quest for truth that once he had a heart
attack due to getting confused in a matter of knowledge and could not talk
for a long time.®

To accomplish the goal of certainty, he studied the human nature
when he tried to differentiate the natural beliefs and the beliefs which are
imposed on an individual by external impact whether from his parents,
teachers or society. He argued with the hadith of Holy Prophet (PBUH)
that:

Yl ..U)g ;jjy S L Z%bj L.gj stu\ LSL; .Uﬁ Yl Jjjj,e P Loy
.8 ((45@,.2;&} mb.ﬁa_gj 43‘.3}@_3 ob;i.a [ g}

“Every child is born on nature (with a true faith of Islam i.e. to worship
none but Allah Alone) and his parents convert him to Judaism, Christianity
or Magianism”.

Ghazali in this connection, tried to investigate the factors which
make a man unbeliever weather he has born at Fitrah which is Islam
according to above mentioned Hadith of Holy Prophet (PBUH). He wrote
that i realized an internal quest of knowing the meaning of nature “Fitrah”
and beliefs which were developed by the parents and teachers. He started
analyzing these beliefs critically.

By careful review of literature, Ghazali’s journey for the search of

4- Al-Ghazali, al-Mungidh min al-Dalal, translation: Richard J. Mccarthy (Beirut:
American University of Beirut, 1980), 3.

5- Ibid, 20.

6- Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Sahhih, Kitab ul Janagiz, Bab
manintaza hatta yudfan (Beirut: Dar tuqu Najah, 1422 A.H), Hadith: 1358.

7- Ahmad bi Hanbal, al-Musnad (Beirut: Moassisah al-Risalah, 199), Hadith: 10241.

8- Muslim bin Hajjaj Neshapuri, al-Jami ‘ al-Sahhih, Kitab ul Qadar, Bab Mana Kulu
Molzd, (Beriut: Dar lhya ul Turath al- ‘arabi, n.d), Hadith:2658.
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truth could be wisely divided into three phases.

Development of Ghazali’s Thought
Diagram:1

[ Developmental Phases of Al-Ghazalr }

Firstly:

Vs

15tPhase: Jurist (till 470 A.H)

2" Phase: Skeptic (470-488 A.H)

3" Phase: Mystic (488-505 A.H)

(& J

Ghazali started his academic career as a theologist and jurist. In
this phase, he discarded his presuppositions and made himself
impartial by getting rid of previous beliefs and then started to
inquire the truth. He wrote about himself that he was daring in
mounting from the lowland of servile conformism to the
highland of independent investigation. Moreover “the fetters of
servile conformism fell away from him, and inherited beliefs

lost their hold on him, when he was still quite young”.°

Secondly: From the age of twenty, he started to “scrutinize the creed of

every sect and seek to lay bare the secrets of each faction’s
teaching with the aim of discriminating between the proponent
of truth and the advocate of error, and between the faithful
follower of tradition and the heterodox innovator”.'® He
remained in the state of skepticism for two months and could
not solve this mystery as he wrote that “During that time I was
a skeptic in fact, but not in utterance and doctrine. At length

9- Al-Ghazalz, al-Mungidh min al-Dalal, 3.
10-  Ibid, 2.
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God Most High cured me of that sickness.” Now he relied upon
the reasoning with certainty not by constructing the proof but
by the effect of a light which Allah Almighty cast into his
breast.!

Thirdly: He started to practice mysticism. He travelled a lot and
practiced the traditional mysticism. In this period, he also
wrote his master piece “lhya ulum al-din” (the revival of
religious sciences).

Trial of Existing Schools of Thought
Diagram: 2

Trial of

different

Schools
of Thought

11-  Ibid, 5.
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When Ghazal’s ailment was cured, he once again started his
mission and assumed that the “categories of those seeking the truth were
limited to four groups”:

1. The Mutakallimin, who allege that they are men of independent
judgment and reasoning.

2. The Philosophers, who maintain that they are the men of logic and
apodictic demonstration.

3. The Batinis, who claim to be the unique possessors of al-za ‘/im and
the privileged recipients of knowledge acquired from the Infallible
Imam.

4. The Sufis, who claim to be the familiars of the divine presence and
the men of mystic vision and illumination.

After making these four categories, Ghazali took all of them on
trial one after another. He started to inquire the foundations of their
beliefs, methodology, and compatibility of their claim with the truth. He
keenly examined the science of Kalam, the way of philosophy, teachings
of Batinis, and finally the path of Sufis respectively. 2

Analysis of Existing Religious Schools of Thought

Ghazali began with the science of Kalam and found that ‘lim-e-
kalam was invented to preserve the creed of orthodox and to save from the
confusions created by innovators. Moreover, it was adequate to fulfill its
own aim, but not for him. During his ciriticism on ‘llm-e-kalam, Ghazali
determined that the theologians accepted the premises either by uncritical
acceptance or due to the public consensus. Most of them were engaged to
expose the inconsistency of their adversaries. For that the Kalam did not

12-  Ibid, 5.
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fulfill his requirement as it could not be the cure of his ailment.
Furthermore, it had no ability to dispel the darkness due to bewilderment

about the differences dividing men”.*3

After finishing the task of ‘lim-e-kalam, Ghazalz started to study
philosophy without taking help from someone and became expert in less
than two years. He critically studied philosophy about three years and
became so familiar with the measure of its deceit and deception, and its
precision and delusion, that he had no doubt about his thorough grasp of it.
Furthermore, he found that the discipline of philosophy has several
divisions. Despite this diversity in classification, all of them had the
stigma of unbelief and godlessness. After dealing with the discipline of
philosophy Ghazalr pointed out its errors and found it inadequate for
himself as it could not satisfy him. Ghazali has also written a particular
book on the inconsistencies of philosophy named ‘“Incoherence of
philosophy (Tahafat-ul-Falasifa)” in which he took 20 issues about which
Muslim philosopher fell into delusion. He criticized the methodology of
the philosopher where in logic they bring together, for apodictic
demonstration, and conditions known to lead undoubtedly to certain
knowledge. But when, in metaphysics, they finally come to discuss
questions in connection with religion, they cannot satisfy those conditions,
but rather are extremely slipshod in applying them. After getting aware of
ups and downs in philosophy he demonstrated its contradictions and
argued that “it cannot assure the truth because it does not produce

certainty”.4

After examining the creed of philosophers, he took Ahl-e-T‘alum
on trial and showed the wrongness of their dogmas which he had also
mentioned in several books: al-Mustazhir; The Proof of the Truth, The
Detailed Exposition of the Disagreement, al-Durj al-margam bil-jadawil,
and The Correct Balance. He, after studying the beliefs and main tenets of
Ahl-e-T alam, established that 7a ‘limites have no cure which saves anyone

13- Ibid, 6.
14-  Syed Hussain Nasr, Al-Ghazalz, Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy (Lahore:
Suhail Academy, 2002), 258.
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from the darkness of conflicting opinions. They were incapable of having
a sound proof for the existence of infallible Imam from whom they take
guidance. When Ghazalr asked several questions to Batinis about infallible
’Imam they could not answer a single question and referred him to the
hidden Imam by saying that: “There is no alternative to make the journey
to him.” In fact they wasted their time and lived in search of infallible
Imam but could not get anything. *

Finally, Ghazal7 started his journey on the path of Sufis. Allama
Igbal wrote about the experience of Ghazalr that his finding no hope in
analytic thought, moved to mystic experience, and there found an
independent content for religion (Igbal, 2009). He found that Sufis’ path is
combination of theory and practice as they do only focus not upon
knowledge but equally on actions. The core objective of their knowledge
was the purification of lower self from wrong wishes and desires and to
get rid of disgraceful habits in order to attain spiritual purification. For
this, Ghazali consulted the famous books of mysticism, such as The Food
of Hearts by Abu Talib al-Makkr (d. 998 A.D), writings of al-Harith al-
Muhasibi, al-Junaid (d. 857 A.D), al-Shiblz (d. 946 A.D), Abu Yazid al-
Bistamz (d. 874 A.D), and others of their masters. After studying the
literature of Sufis, it was exposed to him that the objective of Sufis cannot
be accomplish by study only, but rather by experience, state of ecstasy and
the exchange of qualities. “® He, knew without any doubt that there is an
immense weight of practicing knowledge to achieve the state of certainty
as he argued with the tradition of Holy Prophet (&):

“Who will act upon his knowledge, God will bestow him

such knowledge which he does not know”.*’

15-  Al-Ghazalz, al-Mungidh min al-Dalal, 17.

16- Ibid, 18.

17-  Abu Noaem, Hilyat ul "Auliya (Cairo: Dar ul ‘llm), 14-15; Ibn e Tamiyya, al-
‘Iman, (Barut: Al-Maktab al-Islamz, 1993), 123.
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In this connection he changed his way of living, spent about ten
years on the path of Sufis and knew with certainty that Sufis followed the
path of Allah, their way of live is the best amongst all categories, they are
on the right and direct path, their ethics are best and no one can compete
them in terms of intellect, wisdom and ethics. Due to the purification of
soul, they attain certain and errorless knowledge and see the angels and
souls of prophets, hear voices coming from them and learn the knowledge
of useful things from them.!® Perhaps Ghazalr made a unique and
matchless contribution in the field of Islamic mysticism by observing,
criticizing, analyzing and laying rational foundations for mysticism by
breaking the concept of blind following in Islamic tradition. He presented
the series of arguments with respect to ‘agal and nagl to prove the validity
and authenticity of Sufis’ goals, their methodology, and multidimensional
effects on mind, spirit, morality and other aspects of life.

Research Methodology

According to the nature of subject, descriptive and qualitative
research method was employed for collection and demonstration of data.
Qur’anic verses and traditions of Holy Prophet (@) were also quoted to

endorse the argument. Primarily, the famous book of Ghazalr “al-Mungid
min Dalal” was consulted in which he has explained different phases of
his journey for the quest of truth. Moreover, secondary sources including
research papers, theses, periodicals, were also pulled in as a supportive
material which helped in leading towards conclusions. Relevant literature
was also taken from Internet after careful assurance of its validity and
authenticity. Tables and diagrams were drawn where required.

Conclusions

In the light of cited literature, the study established that Ghazalt
made extreme efforts and utilized his maxim potential in the quest of truth
and certain knowledge. He faced numerous obstacles and challenges but

18-  Al-Ghazalz, al-Munqidh min al-Dal al, 21.
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he had not felt shame and disappointed at any stage. Every challenge made
him more powerful and gave him a new spirit to do his task efficiently. In
his journey in the quest of truth, first he got rid of presuppositions, later
studied prevailing schools of thought of his time and critically analyzed
their main tenets and doctrine. Ghazalr research for the attainment of
certainty was not limited to a particular class but he extended the scope of
his research to every educated class including Mutakallimzn, philosophers,
Batinzs, Sufis, worshipers, and even to irreligious nihilist. He, after ten
years of research established that Sufis are the only people who have
certain and errorless knowledge and they are most pious and intelligent on
the surface of the earth. Moreover, certain and error free knowledge can
only be accomplished by following the path of Sufis and rest of the ways
are failed in this regard. Ghazali’s work is very unique from others in a
way that he provided rational foundations for the mystical experience,
uncovered the methodology of Sufis, revealed benefits he received during
his experience, and disclosed superiority and different levels of their
knowledge.

Recommendations

By keeping in view the above findings and conclusions the study
found that there is a strong relevance of methodology of Ghazalr with
contemporary paradigm of research. In this connection, following few
points are given below;

%+ The research should not be conducted only on the basis of
literature but it is also important to observe on ground practices by

taking in consideration existing patters of thought and behaviour.

%+ Both: theoretical and practical approaches should be employed into
research and these must be applied and objective.

% The researchers should be the symbol of passion, sympathy, and

humbleness. Furthermore, they should take guidance from the
attitude of Ghazalr, face every challenge bravely in the quest of
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truth and must not give up in any situation. Moreover, they should
utilize their utmost energy to improve the quality of work and get
accurate results.

The researcher should spare himself from all kinds of
presuppositions and be impartial from beginning to the findings
and conclusions.

Last but not least, it is very important to work from the rational
point of view on the mystical experience as Ghazali laid
foundations for it.
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EDITORIAL

The importance of Islamic sciences for progresseld@ment, and
prosperity even in the present age is undeniable 3ole purpose of
Anjuman Taleem-ul-Muslimeen Ghousia Bherg, to promote Islamic
sciences along with social welfare. For the remaiss of theUmmal it
established Al-Karam International Institute to moide Islamic education
with modern techniquesience, a bi-annually scientific and research journa
Al-‘Ul@am Journal of Islamic Studies (AUJI® being launched from this
great platform in order to convey the scientifideavors of the researchers
in this great field of knowledg&he prime objective is to encourage research
on imperative topics for humans with divine guidane achieve the approval
of Allah Almighty and Holy Prophet (PBUH).

Al-‘Ulam intends to present research on Islamic sciencels asac
tafgr, padith, jurisprudence, law, comparative religions, histongysticism,
ethics, human psychology, educational pedagogy,litigsp economics,
Islamic financeand other social sciences. Furth&ls'Ul am will break the
current intellectual stagnation and perfume heants minds by becoming a
fresh breeze of divine thoughts to deal with thas@o of ignorance,
extremism, racism, naturalism, materialism, cajsita] communism, and
atheism.Al-‘Ul am will also play its role in bringing to the societye great
scientific and research capital of those involvedsiamic research all over
the world. Alhamdulillah, the basis of our reseaméthodology is the Quran
and the Sunnah to frame the complex issues ina@miatrix for solution.

At present, research journals are of utmost impegain the
promotion of education and research in variousdéielln view of this
importance, the Higher Education Commission (HE@kiftan has made
research journals an important criterion for asegsthe quality of research
in educational institutions and has set regulaeswdnd regulations for this
purpose. Recently, HEC has introduced HEC JourreoBnition System
(HIJRS) to create such a “recognition and rewardsystem” where “high
quality research” can be rewarded and promoted.SHdRtegorizes the
registered journals into three different categoriéd, X and Y -- within their
respective knowledge areas on the basis of a nuafhbeternationally bench
marked and recognized parameters that measureugtiéycpf a journal.The
relative position and category of each journal asnputed by a propriety
algorithm that is designed with the objective obmpoting quality research
across various disciplines.
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By the grace of Allah, the same HEC's principlesvéhaeen
considered in all the research papers received AbYUlam. These
manuscripts are reviewed at both national and nateynal levels. These
articles are the result of the diligence of redears in various fields of
knowledge and research. The -current issue AbfUlam has been
standardized according to the policies of HIRS.atgordance with the
recommendations of HEC, the website Adf'Ul am www.alulum.net has
been launched with necessary information for regtdaand contributors.

The trilingual scientific and research jourmet'Ul am is committed
to publish articles on all aspects of Islamic scemnand to create a better
position in scientific journals at the internatiblevel. We pray to Allah
Almighty to make this scientific and research magazauccessful to achieve
the heights of quality with best performance.

Dr. Abul Hasan Muhammad Shah Al-Azhari
Chief Editor
Al-‘Ul &#m Journal of Islamic Studies
Al-Karam International Institute,
Bhera, Sargodha, Pakistan
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