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Abstract: This research paper delves into the symbolic interpretations within the Seerah
(Prophetic Biography) of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), aiming to explore how
certain events, sayings, and actions transcend their historical contexts to deliver universal
moral, spiritual, and cultural messages. The study identifies selected instances from the
Seerah that scholars have approached through symbolic or metaphorical lenses —such as the
Hijrah representing spiritual migration, battles reflecting inner struggles, or particular
prophetic habits as archetypes of divine ethics. By applying tools from hermeneutics,
semiotics, and literary analysis, the paper illustrates how symbolic interpretation enhances
the understanding of the Seerah beyond its literal-historical boundaries. This analytical
framework draws upon both classical Islamic exegesis and modern interpretive theories,
showcasing the dynamic interplay between text, context, and meaning. The paper also reflects
on the impact of symbolic Seerah readings on Islamic thought, ethics, and reformist
movements, especially in inspiring spiritual transformation and social activism. While
symbolic approaches can open new dimensions of insight, the paper also cautions against
excessive abstraction that may detach interpretations from textual authenticity and prophetic
intent. A balanced methodology is thus advocated —one that honors the historical fidelity of
the Prophet’s life while engaging with its enduring wisdom in symbolic terms. Ultimately,
this study contributes to a deeper understanding of how the life of the Prophet continues to
guide human consciousness through symbols rooted in divine purpose and timeless
relevance.
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However unimportant in itself as a military engagement, this, Ghazwat-
i-Badr, laid the foundation of Muhammad's temporal power. Islam had
owned its first military victory. The spirit of discipline and contempt of
death, manifested at this first encounter of Islam, prove characteristics of
it in all its later and greater conquests. Hitherto Islam had been a religion
within a state in Madina. After Badr, it passed into something more than
a state-religion and itself became the state. (%)
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(Cf nd/ State Religion

:Lat‘dg(]oseph HelDJZ i 2ot 34 L

The victory of Badr resulted in the consolidation of the power of the
Prophet in Yathrib. The most important result of the battle. However,
was the deepening of the faith of Muhammad himself and his closest
Companions in his prophetic vocation. After years of hardship and a

measure of persecution, there came its astounding success. It was a
vindication of the faith which had sustained them through
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225200426 )2 /"'HZT%‘AJ R O

8- Hitti, Philip K., The Near East in History (New York: [Publisher], 188).
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disappointment. Indeed, in the midst of the encircling darkness of
despair the Muslims saw a ray of hope in this success. (34)
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