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Abstract: This research examines the military and defensive
strategy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him) with
specific reference to the Battle of Badr and critically assesses its
contemporary relevance. Drawing upon historical, strategic, and
ethical scholarship, the study situates Badr as a paradigmatic
engagement that transcends its immediate historical milieu to
offer enduring insights into defence, leadership, and ethical
conduct in conflict. The Battle of Badr represents a seminal
moment in early Islamic military history, distinguished not
merely by its tactical outcome but by the strategic framework
within which the Prophet (peace be on him) operated. As
documented in academic analyses, the Prophet’s strategy at
Badr combined meticulous planning, strategic positioning, and
an acute awareness of intelligence and terrain, enabling a
numerically inferior Muslim force to counteract the Quraysh’s
superior numbers. The research also engages with the
contemporary relevance of Prophetic military strategy. In an era
characterized by asymmetric conflict and complex ethical
challenges, the Prophet’s integrated model—combining
effective defence, disciplined restraint, and moral legitimacy —
offers paradigmatic insights. This has implications for modern
military doctrine, conflict resolution frameworks, and ethical
leadership in defence policy. By emphasizing justice, prudence,
and strategic adaptability, the Prophetic model contributes to
ongoing scholarly dialogues on the ethics of defence and the
constructive role of leadership in armed conflict.
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However unimportant in itself as a military engagement, this, Ghazwat-

i-Badr, laid the foundation of Muhammad's temporal power. Islam had

owned its first military victory. The spirit of discipline and contempt of

death, manifested at this first encounter of Islam, prove characteristics of

it in all its later and greater conquests. Hitherto Islam had been a religion

within a state in Madina. After Badr, it passed into something more than
a state-religion and itself became the state. (53)
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(éf ﬂd/ State Religion

:‘atlﬁa(]oseph Hell) JZ s zoper ) ey

The victory of Badr resulted in the consolidation of the power of the
Prophet in Yathrib. The most important result of the battle. However,
was the deepening of the faith of Muhammad himself and his closest
Companions in his prophetic vocation. After years of hardship and a

measure of persecution, there came its astounding success. It was a
vindication of the faith which had sustained them through
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8. Hitti, Philip K., The Near East in History (New York: [Publisher], 188).
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disappointment. Indeed, in the midst of the encircling darkness of
despair the Muslims saw a ray of hope in this success. (84)
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