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Abstract: The military strategy of the Prophetic era was
founded upon the principle of balance, through which
Muslims were able to confront numerically and materially
superior forces and eventually establish peace and stability
despite their limited resources. This balance was not
restricted to weapons or manpower alone; rather, it
integrated spiritual reliance, moral discipline, organizational
planning, psychological preparedness, and divine guidance.
At the Battle of Badr, the Prophet (peace be on him)
demonstrated strategic balance through careful formation,
selection of positions, and control of water resources,
transforming a small and ill-equipped force into an
organized and confident army. After the setback at Uhud, he
reinforced discipline and unity, teaching that victory is tied
to obedience and strategic awareness, not numbers alone.
During the Battle of the Trench, the Prophet (peace be on
him) adopted an innovative defensive method unfamiliar to
the Arabs, showing flexibility and openness to new tactical
ideas when circumstances required them. This balance also
appeared in the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, where military
restraint was combined with political foresight, turning
apparent concession into long-term strategic advantage. The
foundations of this balanced strategy lay in reliance upon
Allah, prophetic insight, consultation (shara), intelligence
gathering, moral training, and strict organization of ranks.
Such balance generated psychological pressure on enemies,
strengthened Muslim cohesion, and preserved ethical limits
in warfare. Ultimately, it enabled the Muslims to move from
weakness to authority, culminating in the conquest of
Makkah and the establishment of political and social stability
for the Islamic state.
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"The purpose of military power is not always to fight,

but to deter the enemy from fighting."
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. Carl von Clausewitz, On War (London: The London Reprinting, 2006), Book VI,
Chapter 2, p. 40.
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"Military balance is the state of relative parity between

opposing forces that ensures deterrence, prevents war, and
safeguards national security."®
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2. Sun Tzu, The Art of War, translated by Lionel Giles (New Delhi: M. A. Publishers,
2004), Chapter 3, p. 83.
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Carl von Clausewitz, On War, Book VI (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1989), P: 40.
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