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Abstract: During the Prophetic era, cultural and social festivals
and gatherings held significant importance, serving as a means for

gatherings, Muslims to express their unity and harmony. Large-scale
‘Eid Celebrations gatherings took place during ‘Eid festivals, where people would
perform the ‘Eid prayer, listen to sermons, and celebrate together.

These occasions were also crucial for strengthening inter-tribal

relations, as different tribes and individuals would come together
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commercial fairs like the Souq ‘Ukaz were not only centers of trade
but also hubs for poetry competitions and other cultural activities.
This fair, held annually near Mecca, played a vital role in
promoting cultural exchange. Religious festivals like ‘Eid al-Fitr
and ‘Eid al-Adha were significant social gatherings where
Muslims would meet, celebrate, and perform rituals like sacrificial
offerings after the prayers. Hajj, the pilgrimage, was a grand
religious and social gathering where Muslims from around the
world would unite, learn about different cultures, and exchange
traditions. These festivals and gatherings highlighted various
aspects of Islamic society and played a pivotal role in promoting
unity, cohesion, and cultural exchange among Muslims.The
festivals and gatherings of the prophetic era were instrumental in
the development of Islamic civilization and the strengthening of
unity and solidarity among Muslims, emphasizing the social and
cultural dimensions of the Islamic way of life.
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In contemporary society, Eid gatherings have
transformed into significant cultural and social
events that not only fulfill religious obligations but
also  strengthen = communal bonds. These
celebrations offer an opportunity for Muslims to
reconnect with their spiritual roots and reinforce
social ties within their communities. The practice of

charity during Eid, including Zakat al-Fitr and
Qurbani, exemplifies the commitment to social

equity and the collective welfare of the community?.
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2 Zafar Ishaq Ansari, Muslim Festivals and Ceremonies: Islamic

Celebrations in the Modern World (Oxford University Press, 2010 AD),
45-50.
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Market 'Okaz was not just a commercial hub but a
crucial cultural and social venue in pre-Islamic Arabia. It
served as a gathering place for various tribes, fostering
social interactions and strengthening inter-tribal
relations. The market also hosted poetry competitions,
which were central to the Arab cultural identity,
providing a platform for poets to showcase their literary
skills and for the exchange of cultural ideas®.
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5. Wilkinson, Richard, The Cultural and Social Significance of the
Market 'Okaz in Pre-Islamic Arabia (Cambridge University Press,
2018 AD), 78-80.
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Marriage ceremonies during the time of Prophet
Muhammad # were pivotal in strengthening the social
and cultural bonds within the early Muslim community.
These gatherings were not merely about the union of two
individuals but were also significant events that brought
together various tribes and families. The nikah (marriage
contract) and walima (feast) provided a structured
approach to celebrating these unions in accordance with
Islamic  principles, which emphasized simplicity,
humility, and the importance of community. The societal
impact of these ceremonies was profound, as they
facilitated cultural exchanges, reinforced social ties, and
promoted a sense of unity and shared identity among the
early Muslims20.
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10- Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah, Islamic Civilization:Its Foundational
Principles and Modern Practices (Islamic Publications International, 2020
AD), 212-217.
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