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Abstract: Post 9/11 era has become a criterion for

the interrelationship of the west and the Muslim
world. In this perspective the terms like Islam
phobia, war of ideas, clash of civilizations,
fundamentalism and Islamic fascism are commonly
used in the press and social media. Freedom of
expression is a basic human right in Islam. Reason
is of great importance and dissent is regarded as a
mercy. Islam provides certain moral codes and
limits for freedom of expression to avoid undesirable
social practices that distinguish it from the Western
concept of freedom of expression. The Qur'an
admonishes not to dishonor or give bad names to the
Gods and role models of other religions so that they
in turn do not dishonor or give bad names to your
God and role models. In Kitab al-Shifa, Qazi Ayaz
has described the rules regarding the humiliation of
the very person of the Prophet (peace be on him)
from the Shari'ah on the said heinous act of
blasphemy. An analytical study of the contemporary
Western concept of freedom of opinion will be
presented.
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Linguistic right of freedom of expression has been considered a
fundamental human right. It has its origin in ancient Greek
history. For the first time in the history of the world the British
Parliament passed a Bill of Rights in 1689 declaring freedom of
speech for the members of the Parliament. It reappeared during
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1789 French Revolution which guaranteed freedom of speech as

an inalienable right for every human being.”1
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1- Gail, Bossenga “Policing Public Opinion in the French Revolution:

The Culture of Calumny and the Problem of free Speech(review),
Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Vol.41, No.1(2010), 136-137.
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; this right includes freedom of change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with other and
in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,

practice, worship or observance.10"
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10- Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein, Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (Geneva: Switzerland: Office of the United Nations
High commissioner for Human rights Regional Office for
Europe, 38.
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Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinion
without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and

regardless of frontiers."
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13- Sir William Muir, The Life of Mohammad: From Original Source
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